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- For cheque payment, please issue to <=��
��	>��	�������?�	  
- For US citizen/resident who wishes to have a US tax receipt, each donation must be at least US$100 (or HK$800) and 

issued to <2������	��	;���	����	��
������	=���?	 with nothing written on the lower left corner of the cheque. <2������	��	
;���	����	��
������	=���?  will not accept cash offerings. All contributions must be made by cheque. 

- For offering via mail, please send it to <=��
��	>��	�������8	�@28	3��	������	��
�8	A$
��%	/
%8 		;���	����?  
Thank you. 
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TODAY  7����������2�'���������������� �"���75������������' ��%�
Come join the fun at Crocodile Dock, where fearless kids shine God’s light on Sundays from May 
10 to June 7!  Whether your CHILDREN have been in Kids Club for a week or 10 years, please fill 
out the registration form in the 1st, 2nd or 9th  floor foyer for this swamp-tastic adventure. We are 
also looking for VOLUNTEERS to join us for both services, but the 11.30am service has a greater 
need.  For more information, please contact Minori Nagatomo at minori@islandecc.hk.    

APR 18  � �������������� ��������
Sports Fellowship has booked 3 courts at the Y.M.C.A King's Park Centenary Centre on :
�$��
%8	
-����	 �	����	���
��	��	+��
�� . Players of all levels welcome. Please sign up and pay HK$50 per 
person on the 2nd floor TODAY! Email eccsportsfellowship@gmail.com for more updates. 

APR 19  :��$$$�8������; �
Men's Ministry of Island ECC, “The Band of Brothers" is starting up discipleship, Bible study and 
accountability groups all over Hong Kong. There will be a discipleship group on :$��
%8	-����	 �	

�	 ���

�	 ��	 ���	 � �� 	 ����� . For more information, email men@islandecc.hk or visit  
www.islandecc.hk/ministries/MensMinistry.htm. Men, now is the time to join. Women, make sure 
the men in your life are a part of The Band of Brothers. You want them to be all that they can be. 

APR 20  ������	������!����������� �
WINGS! For all ladies who have recently flown into Hong Kong to live or for those who just want to 
spread their wings and meet new people. Please join us for a morning of fellowship and friendship 
and allow your spirit to soar! The date is 9���
%8	-����	�
8	����	 

�	��	 �����	��	���	� �� 	����� .  
All ladies are welcome – bring a friend too! Email Donna Papazian at donna@islandecc.hk. 

APR 22  5��:�����!������9����������� �
The next BMW will be held on �������
%8	-����	��	����	4��
��	��	���
��	��	���	� �� 	������	
Deanna Sutherland, mother of three university age children, will be sharing some “Empty Nest 
Reflections.” After 20 years of mothering, Deanna will talk on what she thinks she did well, what 
she wishes she could do over, and what she has learned in the process. Please come, bring a 
friend and be encouraged. Light snacks will be served. 

APR 26  	��������������������
��������	�"��:�������
Our short-term outreach opportunity for Indonesia (August 10-20) is now open for application. We 
need TEACHERS and also those who have a heart to reach out to university students, English 
teachers, children and the local churches in Indonesia. Come and join our info meeting on -����	�3	
����	  ��
��	 ��	 ���	 ��	 ���	 � �� 	 ������	 For more information, contact Will Pritchard at 
will@islandecc.hk or 28649339. 


���2������'����<�
We would like to know your thoughts about Island ECC. What do you really like? What do you 
think needs improvement? Do you have an idea you saw elsewhere that we could learn from?  
What needs a little more attention? If you have comments (good or bad), write them on the tear-off 
form on the bulletin insert and drop it in the offering bag or boxes by the doors. We would love to 
hear from you!	



Happy Easter to you! 

I'm not sure what kind of Easter memories you have, if you have any at all.  My childhood was 
filled with Easter stuff—we usually got new clothes, the "bunny" hid eggs, and our Easter 
baskets mysteriously got filled overnight with candy and usually a book.  I'm pretty sure my 
parents were trying to make the Easter bunny appear to be an academic who valued reading 
and education. 

And hopefully we all know that the commercial representations of Easter are a far cry from the 
historic reality of Easter.  We gather today to celebrate that Jesus Christ has risen from the dead.  
This singular fact of our faith distinguishes Christianity from all other belief systems.  We serve a 
God who has conquered death, and has provided for us the same opportunity.  We too, if we 
have trusted in Christ, will rise from our death to ascend to heaven, and be with God. 

But in the meantime, we are here.  And the life we live is not always full of victory and power.  In 
fact, if we are honest, there is quite a bit of disappointment that we face. From minor issues like 
the flu or poor job interview, to more major ones like a poor health prognosis or a broken 
relationship. 

So why all the disappointment?  Is God in control NOW, or only when I get to heaven?  And why 
won't He intervene more into our messy world? THORNS is a sermon about these questions.  
Celebrating Christ, but understanding hope in the midst of our disappointments.  

We're glad you've come to worship with us today, and pray that you will be blessed and 
encouraged by the service. 

���� ���� ���� 	�
� ���� �
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MEN  /    CONTACT TOBIN MILLER / men@islandecc.hk 

:��9�����������!�
Men’s Fraternity is on C$���
%	
�	4�+,��	��	���	� �� 	�����	
�	���	��$���	������	
��	�������
%	
�	 ��+,�� 	
�	
�����	����	;�$��	��	�����
��  This semester we are talking about How to Win At Home and At Work! Be sure 
to join us! Email men@islandecc.hk or daniel@islandecc.hk. 

:��9����������
MONDAY MONDAY MONDAY MONDAY (*��$�&	 � �� 	2����8	'
�	2$��	C�!��8	 4�	D��	E��$F	��
�8	�����
�)     
G	 12.45pm-2pm 	 The Book of Psalms Charles Chu (2877-3283 or cc147@netvigator.com) 

WOMEN  /    CONTACT DONNA PAPAZIAN / donna@islandecc.hk�

�����9����������
MONDAYMONDAYMONDAYMONDAY    
• 7.30pm-9.30pm  Encountering the Gospel’s Power in Romans Phyllis Yew (9871-6912)  
TUESDAYTUESDAYTUESDAYTUESDAY    
• 9.30am-11.30am ****Community Bible Study — Gospel of Mark Kathy Hamilton (6055-2896) 
• 1pm-3pm ****Genesis & Psalms (in Korean) Grace Hur (6033-5791) 
    & Soo Mi Lee (9230-1067) 
• 12.30pm-2pm  ****The Book of Galatians            Deanna Sutherland (dsuther1@netvigator.com) 
WEDNESDAYWEDNESDAYWEDNESDAYWEDNESDAY    
• 10am-12.30pm Precepts Study on the Mount  Chung Ling Chee (9172-1043) 
• 10am-12pm ****Wisdom for Mothers  Elaine Cheng (elainecheng100@hotmail.com) 
THURSDAYTHURSDAYTHURSDAYTHURSDAY    
• 9.30am-11.30am  The Joy of Women’s Friendships    Christina Miller (2570-3411) 
    & Julie Turner (2553-4464) 
• 7.30pm-9pm Ephesians — Women Putting on God’s Armor Li Yen Loh (9172-8091) 
• 12.30pm-2pm  ****The Power of a Praying Wife    Garland Cheng (9094-0091) 
• 12.45pm-2pm  ****Is God Real            Grace Lee (glee.dc@gmail.com) &  
      & Nancy Yang (nancyyang88@yahoo.com) 
FRIDAY FRIDAY FRIDAY FRIDAY     
• 10.30am-12.30pm  ****Wisdom for Mothers       Daphne Chee (daphnechee08@gmail.com) 
      & Natalie Chan (chanmanse@yahoo.com) 
SUNDAY SUNDAY SUNDAY SUNDAY  
• 11.30am-1pm A Woman of Contentment:   Lorain Wong (lorainwong@yahoo.com) 
  Insight into Life’s Sorrow and Trials                 & Rufina Wong (rufinaswong@elic.org) 

=�"��
��	����
��	���$�	��
���	���	�������	���
�����	2��	�$ ��	������
����8	*����	!!!����
�������#�	

�������:��9��	�� ����������8������>?�$:$	$8�@A  
S.M.I.LE consists of caring single mothers who are willing to share, pray and grow in Christ together. Our next  
regular luncheon is on -����	�
�	 Please contact Terese Cha (tcha@netvigator.com or 9839-1689) or Elaine Louie 
(elainefaylouie@yahoo.com or 9243-7716) for more information. 

CHILDREN  / CONTACT MINORI NAGATOMO / minori@islandecc.hk 

Kid’s Club is for all children ages 0 to 10. For all kids 3 and up, we offer a different 
programme at each service. Your kids will not have to “suffer” through the same 
lesson twice, but instead have two distinct and engaging services if you stay for 
both services. The under 2s will be cared for and instructed with Baby Beginnings. 
The 2s will experience life and God’s love through Faithweaver lessons. 

At 9.30am   3-4 year olds - In The Beginning 
  5-8 year olds - Large Group / Small Group 
  9-10 year olds - Precepts for Kids 

At 11.30am  3-8 year olds - Faithweaver 
  9-10 year olds - Precepts for Kids (different material from 9.30am) 

At 5pm  Childcare for 0-10 year olds.  

2��	����	������
����	��	��
����	��	��!	%�$	�
�	��	��*� �*��	!���	�����	��$�8	
���
��	����
��	$�	
�	#�����$�H���
�������#	��	�
��	��3+ ��� ��	

YOUTH  / CONTACT MARCUS KROESE / marcus@islandecc.hk	

	

HAPPY EASTER! We're back on this Saturday and Helen is speaking, so don't miss 
out! Also, we have a Philippines Mission Meeting next Sunday (-����	 �	
�	 ��
�� ) 
and our first baptism class right after that at 3pm. See you there! 

We have an India Missions Meeting at 1.30pm today after High School  
Transformers. Also, don't miss Helen's talk this Friday at Encounter! Finally, are you 
thinking about getting baptized? We have our first �
�����	��
��	��	-����	 �	
�	
����  

Middle school: Don't miss out on our new series! See you at 9.30am!  
High school: We're continuing with our phenomenal guest speakers. See you at 
11.30am! Want to be baptized? Attend our first youth �
�����	��
��	��	-����	 �	
�	
���	� n The Edge. 

2��	����	������
����8	���
��	����#	�$�	�$�	!������	
� 	!!!����
��%�$����#�	

CARE GROUPS  /    CONTACT TOBIN MILLER / caregroup@islandecc.hk 

Do you find it hard to meet people after the church service? Want to be involved in a vibrant community of other 
believers — sharing life experiences and encouraging one other in the Christian life? You need to be in a care 
group so you can develop deep fellowship with others, pray and be prayed for, worship and study God’s Word. 
Get connected TODAY! For more information, pick up a pamphlet or check out www.islandecc.hk/groups. 

GLOBAL OUTREACH  /    CONTACT WILLIAM PRITCHARD / will@islandecc.hk 

���������B�����������0�����
��������
Roadside Ministry is a local outreach to teenagers, many who are orphaned or have difficult home situations. 
We meet at 3��	������	��
�8	A$
��%	/
%	 for a time of fellowship, songs, games on the following days: 
G	 :
�$��
%8	 ���	��	+��	 — Roadside activities (Youth Room, 9th floor) 
G	 :$��
%	
��������	 — local teens English tutoring (Classroom A, 8th floor) 
=�	%�$	
��	����������8	���
��	��
��	=�
	9�����
�#	
�	�� 
�
�#�H����
�������	

G	 :
�$��
%8	 

�	��	 �����	 — primary children programme of Po Leung Kuk. Call "
�	�����	
�	�4���4��+ . 

We are starting a playgroup for the refugees' children (ages 2-5) in May on the 9th floor, 633 King’s Road. We 
need volunteers who can teach and minister the love of Jesus to each of these children or fellowship and 
minister to their parents. Classes will be on 9���
%8	�������
%	
��	2���
%8	  
�	��	���	 (during school 
terms). =�	%�$	
��	����������8	���
��	��
��	=�
	9�����
�#	
�	��
 �
�#�H����
�������	

���� ����:����������� /    CONTACT RIZA GUEVARRA / riza@islandecc.hk�
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	����������:����������� /    CONTACT RIANI PARDEDE / riani@islandecc.hk 
G	 Today’s programmes &	<"$�����	D��*��	����?	
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Please encourage your Indonesian helpers to join us. All Indonesian Ministries programmes are held at the 
C
#���	 ����$���%	 ������8	 � �� 	 �����8	 9������!�	 ��������
�	 /$������8	  
�	 >�������	 ��
�8 	 '����	 "����	 (C��	
;
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MERCY MINISTRIES  /    CONTACT BRENDA COX / brenda@islandecc.hk �
��������� ��%������������
����
��������
A team from Island ECC visits the residents who live in the China Coast Community Nursing Home in  
Kowloon Tong every last Sunday of the month from 3pm to 4.30pm. Our goal for the visit is to follow God's 
mandate to care for and extend compassion to the elderly and the widowed. We have one-on-one time with 
the residents, engage in games and crafts, sing or read stories together. 

:��C��4������:������!�
Island ECC has a team of men who visits Pik Uk Correctional Institute in Sai Kung and Tung Tau Correctional 
Institute in Stanley several times each month. We are looking for more MEN to conduct Bible study, worship, 
prayer, and one-on-one time with the inmates.  
=�	%�$	
��	����������	��	!�$��	��#�	��	L���	���	��
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WAYS TO PRAY 
��� ������4��!����  Join us in praying for our church, community and the world: 
• :$��
%	 ���

�	�	���

�	 "�
%��	����8	� �� 	�����	
• :$��
%	   
�	�	  ��

�		 ��*���	����8	� �� 	�����	
• �������
%	 4
�	�	�
�		 ��*���	����8	� �� 	�����	
• �������
%	 �
�	� 

�	 "�
%��	����8	� �� 	�����	
G	 C�$���
%	  ���
��	�	���						 ���
��$
	����8	 �@28	� ����!���	;�$��8	 �	D��	E��$F	��
�8	�����
� 	

��������%����;��
Do you have questions about life or simply want to talk to us? Meet us near the stage after each service.	



2 ����1)&�)33-  

Thorns 
Genesis 3:17Genesis 3:17Genesis 3:17Genesis 3:17----19191919    
“… cursed is the ground because of you; in pain you shall eat of it all the  
days of your life; �

���  and thistles it shall bring forth for you; and you  
shall eat the plants of the field. By the sweat of your face you shall eat  
bread, till you return to the ground…”   
 

2 Corinthians 12:72 Corinthians 12:72 Corinthians 12:72 Corinthians 12:7----9999    
So to keep me from becoming conceited… a �

��  was given me in the 
flesh... Three times I pleaded with the Lord about this, that it should leave  
me. But He said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for My power is made  
perfect in weakness.” …   
 

Thorns 

Matthew 27:27Matthew 27:27Matthew 27:27Matthew 27:27----31313131    
Then the soldiers of the governor took Jesus to the governor’s headquarters and  
they gathered the whole battalion before Him. And they stripped Him and put a  
scarlet robe on Him, and twisting together a ��
���
���

��� , they put it  
on His head and put a reed in His right hand. And kneeling before Him they  
mocked Him, saying, “Hail, King of the Jews!” And they spit on Him and took the  
reed and struck Him on the head. And when they had mocked Him, they stripped  
Him of the robe and put His own clothes on Him and led Him away to crucify Him. 

 


